September 7, 2016

Prince of Bahrain. According to the
emails, after the Clinton Foundation
staffer intervened, a meeting was
quickly put together. The Washington
Post has noted that the Crown Prince
spent upwards of $32 million on an edu-
cation program connected with—you
guessed it—the Clinton Foundation.

Another is from a person whom we
will identify as just a sports executive
trying to get an expedited visa for a
British soccer player. He donated be-
tween $6 million and $10 million to the
Clinton Foundation.

Several other requests were for last-
minute meetings and other favors, in-
cluding one business executive who ap-
parently got quick access to Secretary
Clinton. He donated between $5 million
and $10 million to the Clinton Founda-
tion.

So what do all of these examples
have in common? Obviously they are
asking for help through Secretary Clin-
ton’s direct line at the State Depart-
ment and they gave millions of dollars
to the foundation. These obviously
were big-time donors.

Let me add that I don’t know a lot
about the details involving these dona-
tions because the Clinton Foundation
doesn’t provide the date and exact
amount but just ranges.

Here is the point: Secretary Clinton
and her team were quick to prioritize
these big donors and respond to them
quickly and even, if possible, follow
through with whatever request was
made of them. It is clear that major
Clinton Foundation donors enjoyed
great access to Secretary Clinton while
she was serving as our Nation’s pre-
mier diplomat. The Clinton Foundation
interfered with official day-to-day
work at the State Department when
the Secretary and her staff should have
been focused on Kkeeping Americans
safe and making sound foreign policy.

One of the reasons I bring this up
today is that this was an original con-
cern of mine before Secretary Clinton
was even confirmed as Secretary of
State. After President Obama’s elec-
tion in 2009, during the Senate con-
firmation process, I objected to fast-
tracking a vote on her nomination be-
cause I saw the real and myriad possi-
bilities for conflicts of interest in the
relationship between Secretary Clinton
as Secretary of State and the Clinton
family foundation. I told then-Sec-
retary Nominee Clinton that we needed
greater transparency and we needed
more assurances as to the integrity of
this whole arrangement. When I ques-
tioned her about it, I was assured by
Secretary Clinton herself that the Clin-
ton Foundation would take steps nec-
essary to mitigate my concerns about
conflicts of interest and perceived con-
flicts of interest.

I would note that this was not just
my concern; it was a concern raised by
the then-chairman of the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, Senator Richard
Lugar. It was also raised by President
Obama and his White House itself. And
what was produced out of those con-
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cerns was a very lawyerly-like memo-
randum of understanding between the
Clinton Foundation and the Obama ad-
ministration. In fact, I believe this is a
precondition to Secretary Clinton get-
ting the nomination from President
Obama, because he didn’t want the con-
flicts of interest that he knew could
arise as a result of the foundation’s ac-
tivities to impugn the integrity of the
Obama administration.

This memorandum of understanding
assured the President and the Amer-
ican people that the foundation would
follow certain transparency measures
to make sure that Secretary Clinton
conducted American diplomacy with
the utmost integrity. In doing so, the
foundation agreed it would make pub-
lic the names of all donors, including
new ones.

What was the result? In the ensuing
years, Secretary Clinton and her fam-
ily foundation made a habit of regu-
larly crossing the lines that were
drawn in that memorandum of under-
standing and with her verbal arrange-
ments and understanding with me.
Even though the foundation agreed to
disclose all foreign donations—this is
from foreign countries to a family
foundation run, in part, by the Sec-
retary of State of the U.S. Govern-
ment. So even though they agreed to
disclose all foreign contributions, they
didn’t, and even though some foreign
donations were supposed to be sub-
mitted for review to the State Depart-
ment, they weren’t.

According to reports, at least one or-
ganization within the foundation failed
to annually disclose its list of donors,
and today the American people still
lack basic information about many of
the donations, like the exact amounts
that were donated to the foundation, as
I already mentioned.

I don’t know anybody who feels com-
fortable with or who can defend these
obvious conflicts of interest between
the Secretary of State representing the
United States and her family founda-
tion soliciting and receiving multi-
million-dollar donations from heads of
state of foreign countries, not to men-
tion other people who obviously were
trying to get the help of Secretary
Clinton in some official capacity. Sec-
retary Clinton was performing her job
as Secretary of State, and at the same
time, the Clinton Foundation was
shaking down donors who at least
thought they were buying access. I
don’t know how to describe that in any
other terms other than it is deplorable
and it completely undercuts the integ-
rity of our democratic process.

This isn’t funny, as former President
Clinton suggested. Lying to the Amer-
ican people doesn’t make you some
kind of Robin Hood either, as he
claimed to be. He said the only dif-
ference between him and Robin Hood is
he didn’t steal from anybody.

Well, this whole scandal further un-
derscores the Clinton philosophy that
anything goes. She clearly feels like
the laws that apply to you and me
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don’t apply to her, and it is no wonder
the American people have come to dis-
trust her and believe that she is simply
incapable in many instances of telling
the truth.

I hope the American people keep ask-
ing questions of Secretary Clinton and
her foundation, and I hope soon that we
all get some answers. The American
people deserve complete unobstructed
transparency into this matter, and it is
clear they won’t get that from Sec-
retary Clinton herself.

Regarding the vote to confirm Sec-
retary Clinton, it did occur. In reliance
upon her assurances of transparency
and to maintain the independence of
her office of Secretary of State from
the activities of the foundation, I,
among many others of my colleagues,
voted to confirm Secretary Clinton as
Secretary of State, but my belief today
is that she simply did not keep up her
end of the bargain. Thus, if that vote
were held today, I could not and would
not vote to confirm her as Secretary of
State.

————
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Rhode Island.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak for up
to 15 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, as
the Senate reconvenes after several
weeks of work in our home States, I
am back for the 145th time asking my
colleagues to wake up to the pressing
reality of climate change. We are sleep-
walking through this moment, will-
fully ignoring the warning signs of an
already altered Earth, largely because
of a decades-long corporate campaign
of misinformation on the dangers of
carbon pollution.

Just last week, while we were back
home, scientists at the International
Geological Congress presented the be-
ginning of a new geological epoch, the
Anthropocene. Transitions between ge-
ological epochs are marked by a sig-
nal—a signal in the global geologic
record, like the traces of the meteorite
that wiped out the dinosaurs at the end
of the Cretaceous epoch.

What are the signals of the beginning
of the Anthropocene?

Humans—anthropods—have increased
carbon dioxide in the Earth’s atmos-
phere from 280 parts per million before
the Industrial Revolution to 400 parts
per million and rising today—a pace of
increase not seen for 66 million years
and a level never seen before in human
history on this planet.
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